
   
  

	 Looking	for	the	best	place	to	take	a	golf	vacation	
during	the	winter	months?	There	are	plenty	of	places	
to	 choose	 from	 and	 all	 have	 great	 golf	 and	 terrific	
weather,	 including	Mauna	Kea	on	 the	Big	 Island	of	
Hawaii	(pictured	right).	For	more	on	winter	golf	get-
aways,	check	out	inside	this	issue	of	Inside	Golf.

Vacation golf: There are
some terrific choices

	 A	player’s	ball	lies	on	the	green	and	in	
reading	 their	 putt	 notices	 damage	 to	 the	
green	caused	by	someone	leaning	on	their	
putter.		Being	a	good	steward	of	the	course	
he	repairs	the	damage	as	well	as	several	ball	
marks	left	by	previous	groups.		Everything	
look	alright	here?	
	 See	answer	on	Page	2.
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golf Digest ranks the
Nw’s top instructors
 Joe	Thiel	of	Joe	Thiel’s	Golf	Schools	
in	Olympia	and	Bruce	Furman	of	Langdon	
Farms	south	of	Portland	were	ranked	as	
the	 top	golf	 instructors	 in	 the	states	of	
both	Washington	and	Oregon.
	 In	 Washington,	 Thiel	 was	 ranked	
No.	1	followed	by	Bill	Tindall	of	Aldarra,	
Doug	Doxsie	of	Seattle	Golf	Club,	Kathy	
Gildersleeve-Jensen	 of	 Indian	 Canyon,	
Jim	 Bennett	 of	 Pro	 Golf	 Southcenter,	
Stephanie	 Malone	 of	 Broadmoor	 Golf	
Club,	Mark	Rashell	 of	 the	Golf	Club	 at	
Newcastle,	Steve	Prugh	of	Manito	Coun-
try	Club,	Ted	Naff	of	Gold	Mountain,	Bill	
Porter	of	Moses	Pointe	and	Jeff	Coston	
of	Semiamoo	Resort.
	 In	 Oregon,	 Furman	 is	 ranked	 as	 the	
top	instructor	followed	by	Jerry	Mowlds	
of	Pumpkin	Ridge,	 Jim	Waldron	of	Bal-
ance	Point,	Christopher	Smith	of	Pumpkin	
Ridge,	Doug	Hixson	of	Quail	Valley	and	
Craig	Zimmerman	of	Red	Tail.

Inactive score posting
starts up in November
	 If	you	live	and	keep	a	handicap	in	the		
Pacific	Northwest,	then	you	know	that	the	
posting	 of	 scores	 takes	 a	 break	 during	
the	winter	months.	Starting	in	November,	
scores	 for	 the	Oregon	Golf	Association	
and	Washington	 State	 Golf	 Association	
are	 not	 to	 be	 posted	 for	 handicap	 pur-
poses.	 The	 Oregon	 break	 period	 runs	
from	Nov.	30,	2013-Feb.	28,	2014.	The	
Washington	break	period	runs	from	Nov,	
14,	2013-Feb.	28,	2014.
	 However,	 if	 you	 take	 a	 golf	 vacation	
outside	 of	 the	 Pacific	 Northwest,	 those	
scores	 are	 still	 OK	 to	 post.	 Courses	
around	 the	 country	 that	 are	 accepting	
scores	through	the	season	are	all	OK	to	
be	posted	for	handicap	purposes.
	 The	 reason	 for	 the	 inactive	 scoring	
period	is	that	many	courses	in	the	Pacific	
Northwest	 play	 winter	 or	 preferred	 lies	
rules	during	 the	winter	months.	And	 for	
good	reason.	The	 temperatures	dip	and	
the	 courses	 are	 soggy	 and	 never	 have	
a	 chance	 to	 dry	 out	 prompting	 courses	
to	use	 the	winter	 rules	or	preferred	 lies	
model.
	 For	more	information	about	handicaps	
you	can	check	the	Washington	State	Golf	
Association	at	thewsga.org	or	the	Oregon	
Golf	Association	at	oga.org.

A hidden gem at Auburn golf course

gamble Sands:
New course will
open up  in 2014
 Gamble	 Sands,	 a	 David	 McLay	
Kidd-design	in	Brewster,	Wash.	will	
open	 for	 public	 play	 next	 August.	
Inside	Golf	Newspaper	went	along	
for	a	sneak	peek	of	the	course	and	
came	 away	 impressed.	 For	 more,	
please	see	inside	this	section.

 Auburn Golf Course is a place 
that if you have not seen it in a few 
years, you just might not recognize 
it. There are some new looks on 
several holes as well as a new 
clubhouse complete with a fully 
stocked pro shop and restaurant. 
It’s little wonder that the course, 
located along the Green River in 
Auburn, is one of the most popu-
lar places for golfers in the Puget 
Sound area to play. For more on 
Auburn please see inside this issue 
of Inside Golf Newspaper.

Nw professionals
roll by amateurs,
win hudson cup;
senior pro team
claims close win
 The team of Pacific Northwest profession-
als took control with the singles matches and 
went on to win the 65th edition of the Hudson 
Cup - matches that pit the top professionals 
against the top amateurs in the Pacific North-
west. The professionals won Hudson Cup by 
the score of 12 1/2 to 7 1/2.
 The senior professional team got a key 
singles win and went on to beat the amateurs 
10 1/2 to 9 1/2,
 Professional Scott Erdmann, from Oswego 
Lake Country Club, won all three of his 
matches and won the Larry Lamberger Award 
for top professional. Erdmann teamed with 
Chris Griffin to win a foursome match and 
then paired with Corey Prugh to win a four-
ball match. Erdmann then won his singles 
match again former Major League pitcher 
Erik Hanson. 
 Amateur Tim Tucker won the Charles 
Congdon Award.
 On the senior side, Steve Bowen won the 
Bob McKendrick Award while Tom Brandes 
won the Bill Eggers Award for top amateur.

 Puallup native and PGA Tour star Ryan 
Moore birdied the first playoff hole to beat 
Gary Woodland and capture the CIMB Classic 
in Malaysia title a day later  after an overnight 
wait caused by storms and darkness.
 Moore had to fight just to get in the playoff, 
hitting an awkward 60-yard wedge shot on the 
18th hole that dropped within several feet of 
the hole and allowed him to salvage par.
 In the playoff, Moore hit a well-placed 
approach shot with an eight-iron to the same 
green that stopped dead about 5 feet from the 
hole, setting up his winning birdie putt. It was 
Moore's third PGA Tour title and came nearly 
a year after he won his second, at the 2012 
Shriners Hospitals for Children Open.

Ryan Moore wins for
third time on PgA Tour
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 The	answer	is	a	resounding	“Maybe”.		The	
only	damage	a	player	may	repair	on	the	green	is	
damage	caused	by	the	impact	of	a	ball	or	an	old	
hole	plug.		Any	other	damage	may	not	be	repaired	
if	it	might	assist	the	player	in	his	subsequent	play	
of	 the	hole.	 	So	great	 that	he	 repaired	 the	ball	
marks	but	the	other	damage	wont	be	an	issue	as	
long	as	it	was	not	a	facture	in	the	play	as	he	plays	
his	next	putts.

	 Inside	Golf	would	 like	 to	 thank	Paul	 Lucien	
for	his	insight	on	the	rules	and	the	questions	and	
answers.

At age 84, Jim Jones just keeps hitting
it down the middle and shooting his age
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Jim Jones

 As	I	sat	across	the	table	from	Jim	Jones	
after	a	round	of	golf	at	Riverbend,	someone	
called	out	his	name.	
	 “Hey	Jim,	you	got	a	couple	of	skins,	we	
owe	 you	 $155,”	 said	 the	 guy	 running	 the	
event.	“And	we	are	getting	tired	of	giving	you	
our	money	by	the	way.”
	 I	 looked	 at	 Jones	 and	 he	 looked	 a	 little	
sheepish.	 Even	 at	 the	 age	 of	 84,	 Jones	 is	
still	shooting	low	scores	and	taking	people’s	
money.	And	yes,	he	took	some	of	mine	on	
this	day	when	I	donated	to	the	skins	pot.
	 Jim	Jones	is	the	kind	of	guy	I	want	to	be	if	
I	ever	make	it	to	age	84.	He	is	the	kind	of	guy	
that	everyone	wants	to	tee	it	up	with,	shoots	
his	age	just	every	time	out,	looks	fit	and	trim	
after	 daily	 visits	 to	 the	 gym	 and	 plays	 well	
enough	under	pressure	to	take	skins	money	
off	guys	who	are	35	years	younger.
	 Jones	is	a	daily	regular	at	Riverbend.	He	
plays	just	about	every	day	of	the	week	except	
on	Sunday’s	when	he	heads	to	church.	And	
he’s	not	a	fair	weathered	golfer	either.	He	will	
tee	it	up	rain	or	shine.	You	check	his	GHIN	
history	and	he’s	not	lying.	He		has	so	many	
scores	they	just	roll	from	one	page	to	another.	
He	plays	to	a	nine	handicap.	Sometimes	he	
goes	low,	sometimes	the	other	way.	But	he’s	
always	out	there	playing.
	 Jones	has	been	playing	golf	 for	 so	 long	
that	 he	 “doesn’t	 ever	 remember	 when	 he	
didn’t	play	golf.”	Growing	up	in	Arkansas	he	
remembers	making	his	own	golf	clubs	as	a	
kid.	He	would	cut	down	some	limbs	from	a	
tree	and	use	them	as	golf	clubs.	He	invented	
a	two	or	three	hole	course	around	his	yard	
and	played	some	golf.		
	 He	went	to	the	local	course	called	Camden	
Golf	and	Country	Club	in	Camden,	Ark.	and	
started	caddying	at	age	11.	He	worked	for	30	
cents	a	round	and	carried	as	many	bags	as	
he	could	after	school.	

	 With	segregation	in	the	south,	Jones	could	
only	play	the	course	when	he	could	sneak	on.	
That’s	when	he	got	hooked	on	the		game	–	
and	since	then	has	never	given	it	up.	It	was	a	
strange	time	to	grow	up	in	the	south	and	play	
golf.	But	he	got	used	to	it	–	and	kept	playing	
and	kept	caddying.
	 He	moved	to	California	in	1949	and	then	
made	it	to	Seattle	in	1955	after	getting	a	job	
at	Boeing.	He	was	involved	with	the	produc-
tion	of	the	707	-	the	first	jet	passenger	plane	
that	Boeing	made.	He	retired	in	1996	at	the	
age	of	64	and	decided	his	next	full-time	job	
would	be	on	the	golf	course.
	 He	has	played	Riverbend	since	it	opened	
and	has	worked	as	a	marshal	at	the	course	
as	well	as	teeing	it	up	almost	on	a	daily	basis.
	 Jones	doesn’t	exactly	remember	when	he	
started	 shooting	his	 age,	 but	 it	might	 have	
been	10	years	ago.	His	best	score	at	River-
bend	is	a	70	and	his	best	score	away	from	
Riverbend	is	a	73	at	Druids	Glen.
	 He	has	seven	holes	in	one	–	and	the	way	
he	plays	he	will	probably	get	more.
	 His	wife	Elmolene	passed	away	 in	2008	
but	not	before	Jones	bought	her	a	set	of	golf	
clubs	and	tried	to	get	her	on	the	course.	“She	
never	used	them.”	he	said.	“She	just	didn’t	
like	it	like	I	did	I	guess.”

	 Jones	also	hits	the	gym	just	about	every	
day	for	two	hours	with	some	lifting	and	some	
other	exercises.	
	 Oh,	by	the	way,	he	also	walks	every	round	
he	can.
	 Like	I	said,	I	want	to	be	Jim	Jones	when	I	
grow	up.

	 Steve	 Turcotte	 is	 editor	 of	 Inside	 Golf	
Newspaper.	 He	 can	 be	 reached	 at	 sdtur-
cotte@comcast.net.





 The Washington Junior Golf Associa-
tion (WJGA) has named Tyler Johnsen as 
the organization’s new Executive Director. 
Johnsen succeeds Jerry Fehr, who will retire 
at the end of the year after holding the posi-
tion for 21 years.
  Taking the helm of the WJGA is the 
completion of a circle for Johnsen, who as 
a junior golfer participated in the WJGA 
program for nine years, qualifying for four 
State Tournaments and winning the District 
Two Championship in 1999.
  Johnsen, 31, served as Manager of Rules 
and Competition with the Washington State 
and Pacific Northwest Golf Associations 
from 2006-2010 and has held the position 
of Manager of Membership Services since 
March, 2010. He brings an extensive amount 
of experience in golf association administra-
tion as he has directed championship level 
golf tournaments as well as created and 
developed new ideas to benefit the entire 
WSGA/PNGA membership.

Evans Cup raises $275,000 for the 
Evans Caddie Scholarship Program
 The 16th annual Evans Cup of Oregon, 
Royal Oaks Country Club in Vancouver, 
Wash., and the 22nd annual Evans Cup of 
Washington at Overlake Golf and Country 
Club in Medina, Wash., combined to raise 
$275,000 to benefit the Evans Caddie Schol-
arship Program.
  At the Evans Cup of Washington, PGA 
Tour star and Seattle native Fred Couples 
spent the day playing golf and joining the 
dinner afterward. Caddying for Couples 
was Evans Scholar Tim Dills, who is a 
sophomore at the University of Washington. 
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 Oki Golf is making sure that winter 
weather is no longer an obstacle for great 
golf with the launch of its Unlimited 
Winter Golf Card. Available at seven of 
Oki’s premier Puget Sound-area golf clubs, 
golfers can play throughout the off-season 
for as low as $99.
 Unlimited winter golf cardholders will 
have unlimited access to their course from 
November 1, 2013 through February 28, 
2014; all day Monday-Friday and after 11 
a.m. Saturday-Sunday. Rates and restric-
tions are as follows:
 • The Golf Club at Newcastle-China 
Creek: $199 unlimited winter golf card; 
additional $25 greens fee per round (cart 
included).
 • Harbour Pointe Golf Club: $199 
unlimited winter golf card; cart available 
for a fee.
 • Washington National Golf Club: 
$149 unlimited winter golf card; additional 
$15 greens fee per round (cart included).
  • The Golf Club at Redmond Ridge: 
$149 unlimited winter golf card; additional 
$15 greens fee per round (cart included).
 • The Golf Club at Echo Falls: $99 
unlimited winter golf card, cart available 
for a fee.
 • Trophy Lake Golf and Casting: $99 
unlimited winter golf card; cart available 
for a rental fee.
 • The Golf Club at Hawks Prairie: 
$99 unlimited winter golf card; cart avail-
able for rental fee.
 To enroll in unlimited winter golf, 
visit www.OkiGolf.com/pages/Unlimited-
Winter-Golf-Card.aspx or call any of the 
golf courses listed above.

Oki Golf offers
up several ways
to enjoy winter

WJGA hires new Executive Director; 
Welborn wins Twin Lakes Amateur

Also joining the field was PGA Tour player 
Kyle Stanley, a native of nearby Gig Harbor, 
Wash.
  The funds generated at these annual 
fundraisers help support the region’s Evans 
Scholars who attend the University of Or-
egon, Oregon State University, University of 
Washington, University of Notre Dame and 
University of Colorado. Currently, there are 
49 young men and women Evans Scholars 
from the Northwest.

Northwest golfer claims title
at Golf Channel Amateur Tour
 Oakley Murphy of Riverbend Golf 
Course in Kent, Wash. won the champion-
ship division at the Golf Channel Amateur 
National Championship in La Quinta.
 Murphy, playing in the division for 
players of handicap 3.9 or less, rallied after 
shooting an opening round 82 with rounds 
of 71-68-73 to win the division,. He made 
a five-foot par putt on the final hole to force 
a playoff and then won on the first hole of 
the playoff at PGA West.

Bandon Dunes team wins
OGA Men’s Team Tourney
 The team from Bandon Dunes dominated 
the final round of the 86th OGA Men’s Team 
Championship on their way to a nine-stroke 
win.
  Tied for fifth after the first round with 
a score of 3-over-par 219, Bandon Dunes 
bettered their score by 10 strokes Sunday 
to take the title at the Championship with 
a total score of 4-under-par 428. Led by 
Adam Araneo of Eureka, Calif., and Kyle 
Crawford of Coos Bay, Ore. who both fin-

ished with two-day scores of 3-under-par 
141. Teammate Kevin Rei of Bandon, Ore., 
finished at 2-over 146. 

Brandes wins WSGA Senior
Men’s Amateur Championship
 Tom Brandes of Bellevue, Wash. shot a 
4-under par 68 in the final round to claim his 
third consecutive Washington State Senior 
Men’s Amateur title, and Jeff Remington of 
Edmonds, Wash. won the 6th Washington 
State Super Senior Men’s Amateur. Both 
championships were held concurrently at 
Everett (Wash.) Golf and Country Club, and 
were conducted by the Washington State 
Golf Association.
  Brandes had started the final round with a 
slim one stroke lead over first round leader 
Russ Patterson of Bothell, Wash., with sev-
eral other players within a few strokes of 
the lead. But Brandes started his round hot, 
making the turn at 4-under par and cruised 
to an 8-stroke victory over second place 
finisher Bob Burton of Everett. 
 
Ryan Welborn claims title
at Twin Lakes Amateur
 Ryan Welborn of Meadow Park Golf 
Course in Tacoma fired rounds of 68-70 
to win the Twin Lakes Amateur Presented 
by Michelob Ultra at Twin Lakes Golf and 
Country Club in Federal Way.
 Welborn won by one shot over Jason 
Follen, who also plays out of Meadow Park. 
Ryan Kelly of Madrona Links was third 
at 141 while Oakley Murphy of Riverside 
finished fourth at 142. Sandy Vaughan and 
Tom Lewis tied for fifth place in the tourna-
ment at 143.
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Tour Players with Northwest ties

Did you know….
 •	 The	 WSGA	 helps	 fund	 and	 pro-
vides	 administra-
tive	 support	 to	
The	 First	 Green	
program,	which	is	
an	 innovative	 en-
vironmental	 edu-
cation	 outreach	
program	using	golf	
courses	 as	 envi-
ronmental	 learning	 labs	 for	 high	 school	
students,	many	of	whom	had	never	been	
on	a	golf	course	before	this	opportunity.

	 •The	OGA	Golf	Course,	located	just	20	
minutes	south	of	Portland,	is	open	to	the	
public	 (OGA	
members	 re-
ceive	discount-
ed	 rates)	 and	
offers
excellent	 playability	 year-round.	 The	
6,600-yard	course,	opened	in	1998,
sits	 just	 off	 I-5	 nestled	 amid	 Hazelnut	
orchards.	Tee	Times:	988-981-4653
or	www.ogagolfcourse.com

 Tim Feenstra of Broadmoor GC (Seattle) 
won the Pacific Northwest PGA Profession-
al Championship by one stroke over Tony 
Robydek of Pro Golf - Tacoma.  Feenstra 
previously won this event in 2011 at Illahe 
Hills CC.
  The Pacific Northwest PGA Professional 
Championship in addition to crowning the 
Section Champion also serves to qualify 
eight professionals for the National PGA 
Club Professional Championship next 
June in Myrtle Beach, SC.  Corey Prugh of 
Manito G&CC is already exempt for next 
June’s event due to his T-18th this past sum-
mer.  
 The eight players advancing in addition 
to Feenstra and Robydek were Jeff Coston 
of Semiahmoo G&CC (Blaine, Wash.), 
Ryan Malby of Iron Horse GC (White Fish, 
Mont.), Jason Aichele of Meadow Springs 
CC (Kennewick, Wash.), Tyler Sweet of 
Sunland G&CC (Sequim, Wash.), Ryan 
Benzel of Pro Golf – Lynnwood (Lynnwood, 
Wash.) and Scott Krieger of Broadmoor GC 
(Portland, Ore.).

Feenstra wins Chapter crown
 Tim Feenstra of Broadmoor GC capped 
a very successful playing season with a 
sudden death victory over Brian Baltzer of 
Skagit G&CC in the 2013 Club Car WWC 
PGA Chapter Championship.  
 Feenstra and Baltzer finished with 
11-under par 133s and Feenstra birdied the 
first playoff hole to win his first Chapter 
Championship.
 Greg Manley and Mike Campbell of Me-
ridian Valley CC won the Ping Pro-Assistant 
crown by 1 stroke over the team of Craig 
Welty and Brian Baltzer of Skagit G&CC.  

Manley birdied three of his last four holes 
to claim the victory. Doug Gullikson, Life 
Member from Federal Way won his first 
Senior Chapter Championship with a two-
stoke victory over past champion Jim Pike 
of Sahalee CC.

PGA Chapter donates $25,397
 The Western Washington Chapter PGA 
celebrated it’s Pro-Member fund raising 
charity initiative with a presentation of 
$25,397 to the Fold of Honor Foundation. 
The Chapter raised the money at each pro-
member and senior pro-member event of the 
year by asking players to donate an extra $5.  
The host golf courses all donated a “rounds 
of golf certificate” for four players to be used 
as a raffle prize in a drawing at their event, 
in which each player that had donated was 
entered.
 Lisa Hallett, whose husband John was 
killed in action in Iraq, was present to re-
ceive the check on behalf of the Folds of 
Honor Foundation. The Foundation grants 
educational scholarship money to those 
families who have had a spouse killed or 
disabled in the Iraq and Afghanistan wars.

Las Vegas Amateur in February
 The Las Vegas World Amateur is set for 
Feb. 10-14, 2014 at some of the top golf 
courses in the Las Vegas area. Amateur play-
ers will take part over three days of tourna-
ment rounds with the top players advancing 
to the finals.  The event will offer tee prizes, 
food and more. Bali Hai Golf Club will be 
the host site for the 2014 Las Vegas World 
Amateur. 
 For more information on the tournament, 
see www.lvworldam.com.

Feenstra caps a big year by
winning pair of tournaments PgA Tour

	 •	Ben	Crane	•	Portland	•	99th	on	the	list	with	$23,340
	 •	Robert	Garrigus	•	Gresham	•	31st	on	the	list	with	$154,650
	 •	Troy	Kelly	•	Bremerton	•	No	events
	 •	Richard	H.	Lee	•	Bellevue	•	66th	on	the	list	with	$54,310
	 •	Ryan	Moore	•	Puyallup	•	1st	on	the	list	with	$1,422,000
	 •	Alex	Prugh•	Spokane	•	No	cuts	made
	 •	Michael	Putnam	•	Tacoma	•		136th	on	the	list	with	$10,500
	 •	Kyle	Stanley	•	Gig	Harbor	•	41st	on	the	list	with	$107,757
	 •	Chris	Williams	•	Moscow/UW	•	No	cuts	made
web.com Tour
	 •	Jason	Allred	•	Ashland	•	Season	starts	Feb.	21
	 •	Andres	Gonzales	•	Olympia	•	Season	starts	Feb.	21
	 •	Jeff	Gove	•	Seattle	•	Season	starts	Feb.	21
`	 •	Andrew	Putnam	•	Tacoma	•	Season	starts	Feb.	21
champions Tour
		 •	Fred	Couples	•	Seattle	•	10th	on	the	list	with	$1,266,812
	 •	Bob	Gilder	•	Corvallis	•	84th	on	the	list	with	$117,524
	 •	Brian	Henninger	•	Eugene	•	59th	on	the	list	with	$240,787
	 •	Peter	Jacobsen	•	Portland	•	79th	on	the	list	with	$132,055
	 •	Kirk	Triplett	•	Pullman	•	7th	on	the	list	with	$1,363,559
lPgA Tour
	 •	Jimin	Kang	•	Seattle	•	122nd	on	the	list	with	$22,146
	 •	Paige	Mackenzie	•	Yakima	•	97th	on	the	list	with	$63,685
	 •	Wendy	Ward	•	Edwall,	Wash.	•	136th	on	the	list	with	$13,233
	 •	Kim	Welch	•	Washington	State	•	No	cuts	made
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Gamble Sands is set for
‘14 opening in Brewster
 The North Central Washington town of 
Brewster will be the home for the newest 
golf courses in the Pacific Northwest when 
Gamble Sands opens up for public play 
next August.
 Gamble Sands is designed by Scottish 
native Kidd whose resume' includes Ban-
don Dunes, Huntsman Springs in Idaho, 
Tetherow in Oregon and the Castle Course 
in St. Andrews, Scotland.
 "This is unadulterated golf from be-
ginning to end," said Kidd of his latest 
course. 
 The course is built on property owned 
by the Gebbers family. The course name 
honors the first settlers (the Gambles) of 
the land that is now owned by the Gebbers 
family. The Gebbers are now in their fifth 
generation with roots back to the 1880s 
in Okanogan County. The family owns 
more than 100,000 acres, and are among 
the world's largest growers of apples and 
cherries.
 A major figure in the project is Orrin 
Vincent of OB Sports. It was Vincent who 
told Cass Gebbers (one of the owners and 
developers of the project), "I know a guy 
(Kidd) who can build you guys a course."
 The family had started construction of 
a Perry Dye course at a site on a hill over-
looking Brewster before the recession hit 
in 2008.  Three holes were finished before 
work was suspended. 
 The priority now is to open the Gamble 
Sands course next summer. The possibility 
exists that within five years the Dye course 
will be completed and open and there may 

Gamble Sands designer David McLay Kidd 
(left) and OB Sports head Orrin Vincent.

even be a new hotel next to it. Vincent envi-
sions Brewster as a golf destination similar 
to Bandon, Ore., and Sand Hills Golf Club 
in Mullen, Neb.  
 The new course can play as long as 7,305 
yards or as short as 4,920. yards. The course 
will be open to the public but will have 
memberships available as well.

Blast from the past:
Northwest golfers
tee it up old school

Some Northwest golfers went old school at the Home Course in DuPont, Wash. wearing 
knickers and swinging 100-year-old hickory shafted golf clubs. The best score was an 88.

 A total of 20 players teed it up at The 
Home Course in DuPont, Wash. going old 
school. They wore knickers and swung 
hickory-shafted clubs in an event staged by 
Durel Billy and Lee Anderson as a way of 
tipping the hat to golf’s past traditions. 
 The players were adorned in late 1800’s 
attire and all had the pleasure of playing with 
100-year-old hickey shafted golf clubs. The 
winning score was an 88.
 More events are planned, said Billy, in-
cluding events at Chambers Bay and again 
at The Home Course. Call 253.830.4496 for 
more information.
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Fall golf doesn’t get any better than during a bright sunny day at Auburn Golf Course.

Auburn Golf Course
Course just south of Seattle has plenty 
of history and new looks to show off

Auburn Golf Course sits along the Green River and uses all of 150 acres for the layout.

 There is history for sure at Auburn. In the 
1940s, a group of community-minded World 
War II veterans came together with the idea 
to form a publicly accessible golf course. The 
Green River Golf & Country Club group had 
its first meeting in 1948 and in May 1949, the 
nine-hole course was opened. 
 And now, over 60 years later, the course 
has become a destination for Puget Sound 
golfers looking for a fair but challenging game 
at affordable prices.
 Auburn has become one of the busiest pub-
lic courses in the Pacific Northwest notching 
over 50,000 rounds a year, hosting 125-150 
tournaments a year, leagues for all skill levels, 
and an active men’s and ladies’ club. Recent 
years have seen the addition of a Merchants 
League, a 9-hole medal play and weekly head-
to-head match play league with a prize fund 
of $15,000; and two recreational leagues, the 
Summer Fun League and a Couples League 
that encourages summer play after 6 p.m.
  “The new programs have helped bring new 
players to the course,” said head golf pro Chris 
Morris. “Player development is the best way 
to expose new golfers to the game. We want 
our course to be accessible and comfortable 
for recreational golfers as well as the low 
handicappers.”
  The Auburn Golf Course sits along the 
Green River and plays over 6,450 yards. Many 
say that the course plays like two courses in 
one. The front nine is relatively flat and for-
giving off the tee, but has a lot of yardage to 
overcome. On the back, you will find numer-

ous elevation changes, narrower fairways, but 
more birdie opportunities for those that can 
keep the ball in the fairway.   
 The back nine contains Auburn’s signature 
16th hole, a picturesque par 3 with hazards 
all around this large undulating green and a 
mesmerizing waterfall as the backdrop. Kevin 
Van, who has been the head superintendent for 
27 years, is the mastermind behind this and 
the other 17 holes. The course has rebuilt 16 
of the 18 holes over the last 20 years from the 
greens, tees and fairways and the course now 
boasts great playing conditions year round.
  In 2007, the course opened a brand new 
clubhouse and restaurant that has topped off 
this gem in south King County. Those that 
have not visited the course in the past few 
years will be pleased with the improved con-
dition of the course, the reasonable rates and 
the friendly and professional staff.
 “We wanted to make it the best public golf 
course in the area,” said Van. “And I think we 
have done that.” 
 In order to come close to the par 71, golf-
ers will be faced with over 20 bunkers, two 
ponds with fountains, and a waterfall to test 
your golfing skills. 
 The course is open 364 days a year (closed 
only on Christmas Day)  and it offers unbeat-
able winter rates. The winter punch card offers 
even deeper discounts with rates as low as $12 
a round through March 2014. In Auburn, af-
fordable off-season golf is easily available.
  For more information, call 253.833.2350 
or visit www.auburngolf.org.
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winter golf destinations: Take your pick
Arizona: Valley of the Sun
 One	 if	 the	quickest	and	warmest	get-
aways	during	the	winter	months	from	the	
Pacific	Northwest	is	heading	to	Arizona	for	
some	desert.	There	are	plenty	of	courses	
to	choose	from	and	the	weather	is	almost	
always	sunny.	Anytime	that	you	can	wear	
shorts	during	the	winter	months	is	always	
a	good	thing.	Not	only	are	there	a	variety	
of	 courses	 to	 choose	 from,	 but	 there	
are	resorts	aplenty	that	offer	all	kinds	of	
packages	to	make	 it	worth	your	while	to	
head	 the	 Valley	 of	 the	 Sun.	 Troon	 Golf	
has	 over	 20	 golf	 courses	 it	 operates	 in	
Arizona,	including	some	of	the	top	courses	
in	 the	 country	 like	 Troon	 North	 with	 its	
Pinnacle	 (pictured	 right)	 and	 Monument	
Golf	Courses.	For	more	information,	see	
troongolf.com	about	the	golf	courses	and	
travel	packages.

hawaii: Island Paradise
	 The	 sunshine	 and	 warm	 weather	
never	 stop	 in	 the	 Hawaiian	 Islands.	
There	is	plenty	of	golf	to	be	found	on	all	
of	the	islands	and	you	can	sometimes	
find	deals.	The	Big	Island	of	Hawaii	is	
a	great	option	with	plenty	of	golf	and	
even	more	sights	to	see.	The	King’s	
Course	 at	 Waikoloa	 Beach	 Resort	
(pictured	left)	is	always	a	top	attraction	
for	visiting	golfers	with	its	challenging	
layout	and	lava	fields	which	surround	
the	golf	course.	Waikoloa	also	offers	
a	couple	of	different	hotels	plus	two	
golf	courses,	the	King’s	Course	and	
the	Beach	Course.	And	don’t	forget	
some	of	the	other	courses	like	Mauna	
Kea	Resort,	Mauni	Lani	Resort,	Maka-
lei	Golf	Club	and	Hualalai.	For	more	
information	see	www.gohawaii.com/
big-island.

Alabama: Taking on the Trail
 Alabama	might	be	home	to	some	of	
the	best	college	football	in	the	country	
and	it	is	also	home	to	some	of	the	best	
golf	 in	 the	 country,	 too.	 Alabama’s	
Robert	Trent	Jones	Golf	Trail	turned	
20	years	old	last	year	and	comes	com-
plete	with	some	of	the	best	courses	
in	the	country,	including	Ross	Bridge	
(pictured	 right).	 And	 Ross	 Bridge	
shows	exactly	what	golf	 in	Alabama	
is	all	about:	There	are	plenty	of	trees,	
hills	 and	 water.	 There	 are	 packages	
to	 try	 and	 plenty	 of	 places	 to	 stay	
along	the	Trail	as	well	as	courses	to	
challenge	your	game.	And	the	weather	
is	always	right.	There	are	11	facilities	
which	offer	all	the	golf	you	would	want.	
See	rtjgolf.com	for	more	information	
and	for	package	deals.
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The Lesson Tee: Having some trouble
on the putting green? Try these steps
	 A	couple	of	years	ago	I	played	in	the	PGA	
Senior	Professional	National	Championship	in	
Aldie,	Virginia.		The	golf	course	is	a	Jack	Nick-
laus	design	called	Creighton	Farms.		A	beautiful	
facility	and	layout.		The	 tournament	 was	 four	
rounds	and	had	over	250	professionals	 from	
around	the	country.		I	played	solid	and	finished	
10th.		I	won	the	event	in	2006	so	I	guess	that	
makes	me	a	fossil.
	 This	Nicklaus	course	seemed	a	bit	different	
than	many	others	I’ve	played.		The	greens	were	
very	tricky	and	some	were	scary.	
	 I’d	 like	 to	 talk	 this	 month	 about	 putting,		
some	keys	to	successful	putting	on	any	green,	
but	particularly	fast	and	undulated	putting	sur-
faces.
	 There	are	several	key	areas	to	successful	
putting	 that	 I’ve	 learned	 from	 talking	 to	 and	
putted	with	some	top	players	like		Ben	Cren-
shaw,	Loren	Roberts,	Morris	Haltalsky	and	Bob	
Rotella.		Of	these	four	people	mentioned	you	
have	most	likely	heard	of	all	but	Morris.		During	
Morris’	many	years	on	the	PGA	Tour	and	now	
the	Champions	Tour	he	has	lead	each	tour	in	
putting.		
1.  hitting the sweet spot of the putter:
	 Every	putter	has	a	sweet	spot.	 	Usually	 it	
is	the	dot	or	line	on	the	putter	head.		Striking	
the	ball	solidly	on	the	sweet	spot	is	a	skill	that	
is	overlooked	by	golfers	and	teachers,	and	is	
also	overlooked	as	a	skill	on	 full	shots.	 	 It	 is	
assumed	a	solid	strike	just	happens.		Not	true.		
Practice	this	skill.		A	ball	struck	on	the	sweet	
spot	rolls	out	the	same	distance;	rolls	true	and	
does	not	jump	off	the	face	left	or	right.		This	
skill	is	a	non-negotiable.
2.  Proper speed:
	 People	 three-putt	 because	of	 poor	 speed	
much	more	than	a	poor	line.		The	crazy	thing	

is	golfers	spend	80%	of	their	energy	on	line.		
It	needs	 to	be	 the	opposite.	 	Focus	80%	on	
speed,	especially	on	putts	15-40	feet.		Spend	
more	 time	 on	 30-50	 foot	 putts	 focused	 on	
mainly	speed.		People	usually	drop	3	balls	at	
6-12	feet	and	practice	missing.		Start	your	put-
ting	hitting	40-footers	to	no	hole	just	to	develop	
good	touch	and	speed	on	any	green.
3.  Develop your skill from 5 feet and 
in:
	 After	your	speed	practice	on	30-40	footers,	
work	on	your	putts	at	3,4	and	5	feet.		There	is	
great	value	in	practicing	even	2	1/2	to		3-	foot-
ers.			There	is	great	value	in	seeing	the	ball	go	
in.		It	help	develop	your	commitment	to	a	read	
and	a	tension	free	routine.		A	safe	putt	on	the	
practice	 green	 is	 sometimes	 not	 so	 safe	 on	
the	course	because	of	the	attachment	to	score	
or	fear	of	missing	that	interferes	in	our	mind.		
Be	aware	of	this	tension	and	let	it	go.		These	
short	putts	are	great	to	develop	our	skill	and	
awareness	of	sweet	spot	striking	also.		Make	
a	few	of	these	short	putts	before	you	go	on	the	
course.
4.  Trust/commitment:
	 Develop	your	awareness	to	the	questions:		
Am	I	trusting	my	speed,	strike,	read	and	even	

myself?		Or	am	I	afraid	to	miss?		On	any	shot	
in	golf	we	must	TRUST	and	be	COMMITTED	
and	FREE.	This	 is	also	a	skill	 to	develop	and	
be	aware	of.		Ask	yourself	the	question	am	I	
the	same	putter	on	the	course	as	I	am	on	the	
practice	green?	 	Why	not?	 	There	 is	no	 rule	
to	 try	 harder	 on	 the	 golf	 course.	 	 Try	 trying	
less.		I	know	it	is	counter	intuitive	to	what	we	
have	been	taught.		Try	trying	less	on	all	shots.		
Trust	what	you	have	trained.		Read	the	book,	
“Extraordinary	Golf”	by	Fred	Shoemaker.		
5.  Develop your technique:
	 Notice	 I	 put	 this	 last.	 	 Most	 people	 have	
better	putting	strokes	 than	 they	 think.	 	Their	
technique	is	better	than	their	putting	statistics	
suggest.	I	think	if	you	worked	on	steps	1-4	your	
putting	would	improve	dramatically.		
	 Again,	I	emphasize	technique.		I	use	an	arc	
board	or	a	simple	2	x	4	and	a	Joey	Sindelar	put-
ting	clip	for	my	practice.		The	board	re-enforces	
the	path	of	my	stroke	and	the	clip	the	clubface.			
As	in	the	golf	swing	the	clubface	is	often	over-
looked	by	the	player	and	even	by	educators	of	
the	game.			
	 Putts	are	missed	more	often	due	to	an	open	
or	closed	clubface,	which	feels	like	a	pull	or	a	
push.		Players	are	more	apt	to	think	it	is	the	path	
when	in	reality	it	is	the	clubface.		The	board	can	
be	used	all	winter	indoors	or	out.		Work	on	this	
technique	and	your	consistency	will	improve.		
	 Golfers	rarely	take	putting	lessons.		See	the	
value	 in	putting	and	short	game	 lessons	and	
your	scores	will	improve	faster.
	
	 Jeff	Coston	is	a	former	PGA	Tour	player	
and	a	19-time	Pacific	Northwest	PGA	Player	of	
the	Year.		He	can	be	reached	for	appointment	
at	Semiahmoo	Resort	by	calling	360	201	4590	
or	find	out	more	about	Jeff	at	jeffcoston.com.
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Rules of the Game: You need to know 
where and when to remove the sand
 Question:	I	know	you	can’t	touch	the	sand	
when	your	ball	is	in	a	bunker.	But	can	I	touch	or	
remove	sand	that’s	near	my	ball	somewhere	
other	than	in	a	bunker?	
	 Answer:	It	depends	on	the	circumstances.	
Sometimes	 you	 can,	 and	 sometimes	 you	
can’t.	Rule	13-2	states	that	you	can’t	improve	
your	lie,	stance,	intended	line	of	play	or	area	
of	intended	swing	by	removing	sand	or	loose	
soil,	unless	the	sand	or	loose	soil	 is	on	the	
green.	You	also	can’t	remove	sand	or	loose	
soil	in	an	area	where	you	are	about	to	drop	
your	ball.	If	you	do	any	of	those	things,	you	
get	a	two-stroke	penalty.
	 So	I	can	remove	it	if	it’s	on	the	green...even	
if	my	ball	isn’t	on	the	green?
	 Yes.	 It	doesn’t	matter	where	your	ball	 is	
when	 you	 remove	 or	 sweep	 aside	 sand	 or	
loose	soil	that’s	on	the	green.
	 What	if	my	ball	 is	in	a	nice,	clean	lie	just	
short	of	the	green	between	the	green	and	a	
bunker,	and	a	player	in	the	bunker	blasts	out	
and	deposits	sand	on	or	around	my	ball?	Am	
I	out	of	luck?
	 No.	Fortunately,	under	those	circumstanc-
es,	Decision	13-2/8.5	allows	the	player	to	re-
move	the	sand	around	his	ball	without	penalty.	
Not	only	can	he	remove	the	sand,	but	he	can	
also	lift	the	ball,	clean	it	and	replace	it	in	this	
case.	A	player	is	always	entitled	to	the	lie	his	
previous	stroke	gave	him	if	it’s	subsequently	
altered	by	someone	else.
	 What	 if	a	pile	of	sand	 is	behind	my	ball,	
other	 than	 in	 a	 hazard?	 Can	 I	 still	 make	 a	
depression	in	it	when	I	ground	my	club?	And	
what	if	I	sweep	it	away	on	my	back	swing?
	 Both	 of	 those	 actions	 are	 OK.	 You	 can	
make	a	depression	 in	 the	pile	of	sand	pro-

vided	you	ground	the	club	only	lightly.	A	club	
is	 “grounded”	 when	 the	 ground	 supports	
the	 weight	 of	 the	 club.	 Pressing	 down	 is	
not	allowed.	Also,	it’s	OK	for	the	sand	to	be	
swept	away	with	 your	backswing,	provided	
you	 continue	 the	 backswing	 and	 complete	
the	stroke.

	 Mike	 Peluso	 is	 a	 rules	 official	 with	 the	
USGA,	PNGA	and	other	golf	organizations.	
He	can	be	reached	for	questions	at	mikepe-
luso@comcast.net.

	 A	 club	 is	 “grounded”	 when	 the	
ground	supports	 the	weight	of	 the	
club.	Pressing	down	is	not	allowed.	
Also,	it’s	OK	for	the	sand	to	be	swept	
away	with	your	backswing,	provided	
you	 continue	 the	 backswing	 and	
complete	the	stroke.

 The Oregon Golf Association recognized 
a number of its important stakeholders in-
cluding members, clubs, courses as well as 
superintendents and golf professionals at its 
annual meeting. 
  • Member of the Year: While some 
members play and some participate actively 
in their club, some just go the above and 
beyond. That's true of the 2013 Member 
of the Year – Middlefield Ladies Golf Club 
member Linda Levings. Linda also serves as 
the Handicap Chair and coaches the Cottage 
Grove High School Girls’ Golf Team.
  • Handicap Chair of the Year: Without 
a knowledgeable and dedicated Handicap 
Chair, it would be far more difficult for the 
OGA to ensure a fair and equitable handicap 
system. Art Ashton of Club Green Meadows 
takes that role serious. He’s held the position 
since 2001 and also serves on the CGM 
Tournament Committee.
 • Club of the Year: In 2009, NW Golf 
Guys Players Club joined the Oregon Golf 
Association with 25 members and has since 
grown to more than 500 and added the NW 
Golf Gals. 
 • Facility of the Year: Waverley Coun-
try Club continues to set a benchmark for 
other clubs by being proactive in showing 
its unwavering support of amateur golf in 
the Pacific Northwest.  
 • Golf Professional of the Year: Later this 
year, the 2013 OGA Golf Professional of the 
Year Pat Sutton will celebrate 30 years with 
Riverside Golf & Country Club. Sutton is a 
true historian of the game in the NW.
 • Co-Superintendents of the Year: Chris 
Condon of Tetherow Golf Club in Bend, 
Ore. and Richard Flink of Reames Golf & 
CC in Klamath Falls, Ore. were named Co-
Superintendents of Year.
  

OGA recognizes
award winners 
for 2013 season
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